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Dear Friends, 
 
I had an experience on holiday with which my mind is still trying 
to come to terms. We ventured to Spain this year beginning with 
a few days in Madrid so that my wife could take something off 
her list of places she wanted to visit. 
 
In one of her previous schools she taught an A Level unit on the  
Golden Age of Spain centred upon King Philip II, the one who 
married Mary Tudor and was behind the ill-fated Armada. One 
of the abiding legacies of Philip is a palace called El Escorial. 
When it was built it was partially a royal residence and partially 
a monastery. It is the place where Spanish kings have been  
buried. It is a historical gem I suppose. So, we booked a tour, 
followed the guide around and it was all really interesting and a 
source of great delight to Louise. It is a stunning piece of  
architecture unlike any British palace. It was well worth the  
adventure. 
 
What came next though made us both stop and ponder. On the 
way back from El Escorial, the tour we had booked also  
included a visit to something called the Valley of the Fallen. This 
was built in the time of Franco, the Spanish dictator, and was 
intended to be a reconciliatory act. Franco was buried there but 
his remains had been removed and relocated. 
 
So, we turned off the main road and came to a rather shoddy 
looking guard post where our guide showed her documents. We 
then drove on for about two miles up the road before she invited 
us to look to our right to see a monumental cross sitting atop a 
hillside. It was adorned with symbols representing the Gospels 
and looked totally out of the place in what appeared to be the 
middle of nowhere. After a little while we arrived at what  
appeared to be quite a small car park, before setting off behind 
the guide to look at this monument. We arrived on what looked 
like a parade ground stretching over 100 metres in each  
direction, then we turned to see a very grandiose doorway into a 
huge space hewn out of the hill on which the cross we had seen 
previously stood. It was like walking into a Catholic Cathedral  
with side chapels and at the far end a worship area.  
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Then came the harrowing bit as the guide advised us that  
hidden behind the walls of this monumental space were the  
remains of about 38,000 people whose demise Franco had  
organised. The guide’s simple yet profound comment was “the 
Spanish don’t know what to do with this”. 
 
The place felt cold, bleak and barren. Catholic mass was still 
celebrated there and the monastery was still functioning. It just 
felt so wrong and standing on the parade ground outside  
afterwards we could see how the other small handful of visitors 
as well as those on our trip stood dazed by the experience. 
 
I suppose it is symbolic of how people of influence have abused 
religion to serve their own purposes. They felt themselves 
above the standards expected of everybody else, maybe even 
hoping that the building of a monument like that we had  
experienced might somehow atone for the horrors which they 
had perpetrated in their lifetime.   
 
To me the Christian message is all about love and hope, and 
sadly history is littered with those who have used religion as an 
excuse for attacking those with whom they disagreed.  
Historically the institutional church does not have a great history 
when it comes to how it has responded to events but the reality 
is that where the faithful live out the way of love, they hopefully 
show something of the reality of what faith should be about and 
point to a new way of being church.  
 
A quick listen to the of the spirituals that came out of slave com-
munities in the Americas shows how these downtrodden and 
disadvantaged people found in Jesus a rallying call of hope to 
challenge a church that lost its way and, by their legacy, to invite 
us all to seek to sing a new church into being. 
 
 
 

Blessings 
 

Richard 
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Deadline for October Magazine 

End of Wednesday September 16th  
Contact saskiawelman@yahoo.co.uk 

 
TUESDAY CLUB WEEDON 

 
 

Tuesday September 8th at 8 pm  
 in Weedon Old Schoolroom   

 

      “SMUGGLERS, PIRATES AND PRESS-GANGS” 
 
        A knowledgeable and entertaining talk by Mr Colin Oakes. 

         
 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Please contact Judy Nagele on 01296 641278   

for more details. 



9 

 



10 

 

 

The Royal British Legion 
 
 

  

 

 

Whitchurch & District Branch 

 

George Anson,  

the President of the Branch and his wife Kirsty 

 invite you to visit their gardens at Lilies in 
Weedon 

on Friday 11th of September from 2 pm until 4pm.  

Soft drinks will be available  

Admission is free but donations  

to the local Branch of the Legion 

 will be most welcome. 
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Wild Weedon 

 
The Weedon Wildlife Group 
aims to protect and promote 
wildlife in and around Weedon 
and Hardwick 

 

Well it’s almost Autumn so I’m going to make no mention of  
heatwaves, droughts or climate change! Suffice to say I hope you’ve 
enjoyed a wild summer. The natural world has to take everything the 
weather throws at it in its stride and cope though, and Barn Owls 
seem to have had a particularly good year.   
 
Following the disaster that was 2025 for this iconic bird, they have 
bounced back well and plenty of other birds also seem to have done 
well. The Swallows in my garage managed three broods and will now 
be considering their plans for flying south to Africa for the winter. The 
Swifts (of which we have precious few in the villages) have already 
gone and if you were lucky enough to hear a Cuckoo this summer it 
will already be south of the Sahara! Soon the winter visitors will arrive 
(mainly from Scandinavia) to feast on the berries in the hedgerows 
and on the trees; if our resident Blackbirds, Thrushes and Starlings 
have left any that is.  
 
The warm evenings mean the bats are still out and we have arranged 
a guided Bat Walk in Weedon with a member of the North Bucks Bat 
Group. The route will depend on the bats of course but we anticipate 
making our way through the village and down to Glebe Farm and/or 
The Lilies. Meet at the village pond on Friday 4 Sep 27 at 7:15pm and 
expect the walk to last for an hour and a half or so. If you need to 
drive then the Websters’ have kindly agreed that cars can be parked 
in their driveway at Shawfield, Stockaway. 
 
Please share photos of wildlife, flora and fauna on our Wild Weedon 
facebook page and your image might get selected for our next  
calendar. 
 
If you’ve any ideas for Wild Weedon projects in the coming months 
just contact us at our new email address: 
wildweedonbucks@gmail.com. 
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Louise Davis Catering 
 

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD      

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
 

Tel:  07979 578055 
E: louise.d.1@hotmail.co.uk 
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Jeremy Holden 

Carpet Services 

 

 All types of carpet and vinyl flooring 
 supplied and fitted  

Excellent quality carpet supplied 
Fitting only service  

Dry Carpet Cleaning  
Very competitive prices  

Adaptations, Repairs and Alterations 
 

30 years’ experience 
 

Our dry-cleaning system leaves carpets  
clean, dry and fresh instantly 

No job too small 
advice and quotes freely given 

 

Why pay shop prices? 

 

Tel:  01296 711 879   Mobile: 07721 421 608 
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